6th Grade Science Course Syllabus
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Teacher: Ms. Shephard

Phone: 279-5326

E-mail: kshephard@ohsd.net
Welcome Scientists! This class will provide an opportunity for you to learn beyond your boundaries and test new ideas. I believe that success is within us all. With patience, hard work, and an open mind, we will achieve great things during this school year!
Course Outline and Objectives: 

This class is designed to establish a basic understanding of science principles as you experience a stand-alone science class for the first time. As young scientists you will begin the year learning about Earth’s dynamic weather and water! We will then “rock” into Earth's history through a study of geology, volcanoes, and earthquakes. Much of our time will be spent doing hands-on activities that demonstrate scientific concepts; integrating technology as often as possible. Classroom activities will include writing, conducting labs, projects, discussions, working in groups, and reading non-fiction materials. It’s true…Science is cool!

Materials:

Binder 
Spiral bound notebook (Plastic cover, 150-200 page 8.5”x 11”)
School Planner/Agenda

Pen/Pencil

Eraser (No liquid white-out)
Glue sticks (Lots-replace as needed)
Colored pencils

R.E.A.D book
Classroom Expectations:
We will be discussing classroom expectations extensively at the beginning of the school year. You will be given an opportunity to voice your interpretation of the following:
· Be on time and prepared for class

· Respect all students and teachers

· Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking

· Hand-in all assignments on time

Attendance/Make-Up Work:

Each class period will be packed with information often needed for the following day’s lesson. As a result, you are encouraged to attend every class. If you are aware of an absence ahead of time, please inform the attendance office as soon as possible. When you return from an absence, it is your responsibility to check with Skyward Family Access, the class website, the “Missed Work File”, or with a trusted friend for work missed. I am available before or after school for questions, directions, or rescheduling of assessments.  
Class Website:

Be on the scientific front! Check for the latest science class news and updates at: www.kshephard.webnode.com
Grading Policy:

Assessment (Tests, quizzes, projects)





55% of total grade
Daily Work (Lab notebook, class work, homework)



45% of total grade
Progress: 

You are encouraged to monitor your grade throughout the school year using Skyward Family Access. This can be done at home or from a school computer during an approved time. If you have misplaced your login/password, please contact the office at 279-5301

Assessments:
Tests, quizzes, and projects will be assigned throughout this course as an opportunity for you to apply your learning and to asses your understanding of the material. As scientists, you will need to prepare and study for tests. I will provide some in-class time for preparation and review; however you will still need to set aside at-home study time. You will be given a detailed rubric at the beginning of all assigned projects.  

Daily Work:

Lab notebook: The required composition book will be considered your personal Science Lab Notebook. This notebook is for science labs and assignments only.  It should NOT be used for doodling or personal note writing.  You will need your lab notebook in class every day. If the lab notebook is not in class when work is being given, you will be asked to rewrite all the information into the notebook as soon as possible. This notebook will function as a study tool and will be periodically checked for accuracy and completion. 

Class work/Homework: All class work and homework is to be completed on time and to the best of your ability. Written communication is very important in the field of science; therefore, your work should always be made legible and be titled with the correct paper heading. 
Participation: 
Your courage to take risks and participate will determine your experience in this class and beyond!
Group Work:

Scientists often work closely in groups. As a result, there will be times when you are asked to work in groups. Use this opportunity to learn from the experience of your classmates, share your knowledge with others, and develop your teamwork skills. Group work will be graded on an individual bases. As part of the assessment, you will be asked to reflect on your participation, as well as the participation of other group members.
Extra Credit Work:

It is important for you to feel successful in science. This course does not offer extra credit work, however I encourage you to always reflect on the workmanship of your graded assignments. If you are unhappy with a score, you have the opportunity to redo the work to improve your understanding and the overall grade. To be eligible to redo an assignment, see the policy outlined below: 


Redo Policy:

· Redo’s must be completed within 3 school days from the return of the original graded work

· Students must spend a minimum of one hour after school or at home reviewing material prior to the redo/retake. 
· At-home review time must be verified in writing by a parent/guardian

Late Work Policy:
All work is due on the due date. Any late or missing work will be collected from the red bucket at the end of each week (Friday). This work will be counted for one letter grade less than the grade originally earned.
In Closing:
I am very excited about the coming school year and am always happy to talk about things taking place in science. I believe that a successful classroom is largely based on the strength of communication between teachers, students and parents. I welcome any comments, questions, or concerns that you may have. Please feel free to reach me at school between 7:25am-7:55am and 2:25pm-3:00pm or by email.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read the syllabus for Ms. Shephard’s Science class and understand the course expectations. Please sign and return this portion of the document by ________________________.
Name of Scientist_____________________________________________________________





                   (Please print clearly)

 X_______________________________________       ___________________________________
               Student Signature


                      Date
X_______________________________________       ____________________________________

               Parent/Guardian Signature


           Date
Primary Email Address: ________________________________________________________

                                                                   (Please print clearly)

Please check if your student has: ⁬ Computer ⁬ Printer ⁬ Flash drive 
